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would not supersede or destroy capitalist production, but which
would concern itself with technical education of the workers,
settle problems and conditions of apprenticeship, promote arbi-
tration in industrial disputes, and aim at forming producers5
co-operatives. By 1875 there were 135 syndicates in Paris alone,
and in the following year they arranged a Labour congress. It
demanded working-class representation in the Chamber, But
a later 'Socialist Labour Congress5 in Marseilles, in 1879,
which also tried to organize Labour as a political party, de-
manded full socialization of the means of production. The
reason was that the Paris Socialists, led by Jules Guesde and
now influenced by the First International, had joined the Con-
gress. Endless internal schisms began to appear, first between
the Marxist followers of Guesde (the Parti Ouvrier Franc, ais)
and the more moderate Socialist reformers who followed Paul
Brousse (the Parti Ouvrier Socialiste): then within each of
these parties themselves. The Broussists—or fipossibilists5—
urged the gradual seizure of power by slow infiltration into
Parliament, municipal government and civil service. Between
Guesdists and Broussists grew up a small but influential group
of Independents, which was to produce some of the greatest of
French parliamentary Socialists—Jaures, Millerand and Vi-
viani.
Thus when trade unions became legalized in 1884, they
tended to develop along divergent lines. The position has been
aptly summarized by Mr. John Hampden Jackson in his study
of Jaures:
The new unions developed on very varied lines, sometimes as large
peaceable industrial syndicates, sometimes as small revolutionary
craft unions, sometimes round employment exchanges (Bourses du
Travail) organized by the workers but often subsidized by the town
council and to that extent harmless. But in every case the spirit of
trade unionism was anti-political. The organized workers distrusted
all politicians, especially Socialists of bourgeois origin—and every
Socialist leader of the Third Republic, except Allemane, was of
bourgeois origin. They condemned parliamentary reforms as worth-
less palliatives; their slogan was 'direct action', by which they might
mean anything from ca'canny, minor sabotage and isolated strikes to
the syndicalists' dream of the general strike aimed at overthrowing

